Workplace Health and Safety

Smart, safe solutions for small business

Road freight transport industry

Electrical safety

Why do | need to be worried about electrical safety?

Electricity can kill if you give it the chance. Even non-fatal shocks can lead to severe and
permanent injuries which may include burns, eye damage, partial loss of limb function, neurological
problems such as memory loss and confusion, and injuries caused after the shock (e.g. falling from
a ladder or contacting moving machinery).

Direct contact with electricity is not the only issue to be aware of. Electrical equipment can also
cause fires or even explosions than can kill or injure people and can also destroy equipment and
buildings.

What should | do to stop this happening?

There are a number of things that can be done to limit the risk of injury or property damage from
electricity in the road freight transport industry. Installing a safety switch is one of the best ways
to guard against an electrical tragedy. Additionally, always make sure that:

e you never attempt to do your own electrical work — it's dangerous, illegal and can be fatal.
lllegal electrical work may also result in an insurer refusing to accept a claim. Always get a
licensed electrician to do any electrical work

¢ all areas have enough power points to avoid the use of double adaptors and extension leads
Note: the use of power boards is preferred to double adaptors.

e you know what equipment is covered by any safety switch

e you turn off power to electrical equipment that is not designed for the environment if the area
around the equipment becomes wet

e electrical equipment is regularly inspected to make sure it has not been damaged (this may
also improve productivity by reducing the downtime of equipment)

e electrical equipment (e.g. electric hand tools, extension leads, etc.) and electrical installations
(e.g. switchboards, safety switches, wiring, etc.) are regularly serviced and maintained

e people report faulty electrical equipment (e.g. when cords are frayed or bare wires are
exposed, smoke is coming out of the equipment or the equipment cuts out for no obvious
reason)

e you remove faulty electrical equipment immediately from service and attach a warning label to
it. You should make sure that the equipment cannot be not used again until it has been
inspected/repaired by a licensed electrician

e extension cords and electrical leads are located where they won't suffer physical damage (e.g.
keep them away from water, chemicals, hot surfaces, walkways or any other place where they
can be easily damaged. If leads need to be in areas where they might suffer damage, make
sure they are protected from physical damage

e only suitably designed explosion protected electrical equipment is used in areas where a
flammable atmosphere might exist (e.g. chemical storage areas)

e workers wear appropriate footwear

e workers are trained about working with electricity. The training should cover topics such as:

- correct ways to use electrical equipment
- function of controls and guards
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- procedures to isolate electrical equipment before cleaning

- cleaning near power outlets and electrical equipment (e.g. fluids should not be allowed to
enter the power outlets or electrical equipment)

- first aid for electrical burns.

There are also legal requirements about when you need to have a safety switch and when
you need to have it and any specified electrical equipment inspected and tested.

These requirements vary depending on the type of work being performed in different areas of the
workplace. The types of work done in the road freight transport industry are likely to be
manufacturing work, service work and office work.

Manufacturing work means the work of assembly, disassembly, fabrication, installation,
maintenance, manufacturing, refurbishment or repair, but does not include amusement work,
construction work or rural industry work.

In the road freight transport industry, manufacturing work would most likely be the maintenance
work carried out in the depot or workshop. Safety switch protection must be installed by 1 March
2008 for power points that supply specified electrical equipment in workplaces where
manufacturing work is primarily performed. Other types of work associated with the road freight
transport industry include service work (e.g. weighing, processing, warehousing and transporting
freight, etc) and office work (e.g. the work performed in the office by management, administration
or reception staff, etc).

Some examples of specified electrical equipment requiring inspection, testing and tagging, which
may be used in the road freight transport industry include welders, electric hand held tools, air
compressors, paint dryers, heaters, vacuum cleaners, extension leads, etc.

The attached table provides guidance on safety switch and inspection and test requirements to
help you meet your electrical safety obligations.

For more information visit www.deir.qgld.gov.au or call 1300 650 662 for electrical safety matters or
1300 369 915 for workplace health and safety matters.

Disclaimer: Any advice given to you as an obligation holder by Workplace Health and Safety Queensland Small Business Advisors or the Electrical Safety
Office is given only to assist you to discharge your obligations under the Workplace Health and Safety Act 1995 and the Electrical Safety Act 2002.
Compliance with this advice does not relieve you of your obligations under either Act. Any advice is given on the basis that you will make your own
independent assessment of what action is necessary to ensure your compliance with both Acts.

Whilst all care will be taken in providing advice to you, the Queensland Department of Employment and Industrial Relations and its inspectors or advisors
will not be liable for any errors or omissions or for any loss or damage suffered by you or any person which arises (directly or indirectly) from your reliance
on this advice or for any breach by you of your obligations under the Workplace Health and Safety Act 1995 or the Electrical Safety Act 2002.



90Z1/10A/€0S4/OSHM

"asn sl Jo asodind ay} Joj 8sn [ew.ou s} Bulinp paAow si

W J1 Juswidinba jeaLijosje palyioads aq 0} palapisuod Ajuo si Juswdinba |eoLyose ul-6njd ‘Haom 321440 10 YIOM 3DIAIBS JO douewIouad By} o) 810N “(youms Ayajes
a|qenod e uey; Jayio) Juswdinbs |eoljo9|a ul-6njd pue (spieoq Jemod ‘6°3) sadinap }19)IN0 ajqenod ‘spes| uoisualxa sapn|oul Juawdinba jeaLiyooje payidads
uawdinba |eol09|9 19} pue j0adsul 0} uosiad ay)

Buiigeus |1ys pue abpajmouy 8y} ‘9say} JO uoleuIquiod e 1o adusladxs ‘suoneoyljenb ‘Buiuiel; ybnouyy ‘pasinboe sey oym uosiad e suesw uos.sad juajyadwor)
‘(sayoyums Ajajes paxij sapnjoul Siy}) ueloL}oale pasuadl| e Ag pajoadsul usaq sey )l jun pasn | ON SI Yoyums Ajajes ay) ains ayew pue bej Buiuiem e yoeye

‘Jo youms A1ajes Ay ney payoadsns ay) uiny Aj@jeipawiwl pjnoys noA “Ajnej aq Aew 11 ‘paysnd s1 uopng 1sa} oy} usym Agjeipawwl duy Jou saop yoyums Alajes e §|
"1JO pauim

aq [m )1 ybnouayy pajosuuod juswdinba |je 0} Jamod 8y} ‘palsa) SI Yo)ms Ajajes e uaym asnesaq ‘sinoy Buiped) [ewiou apisino sayoyms Ajajes mc_ummm_ww%wcoo
1dey pue epew aq pinoys juawdinba [eol}09]e pue saydlms Alajes uo pawopad S)sa] ||e JO SpJoday

‘Juawidinbae [eaLjog|e payroads ay) Alddns 1eys siuiod Jamod Joy pasinbal si uonoaloid youms A1ajes paxiy 00z UoJe|N | wol4 ¢
“Jom Bunnjoeinuew ul paniwiad | ON sI sioydepe signop pue sbnid yoeqgAbbid joesnay] g
"SYjuoW g | Jo pesjsul ‘sieak om) A19Aa 90UO )sed| Je SI [BAIdJUI }SO) aY) USY] JUSWUOIIAUS 3]13soy B Ul | ON S| pue ‘asnge
0] uado | ON S! pue ‘esn [ewJou BuLinp Buixal) 0} 109[gns si pJoa Aiddns ay) alaym JuswiuodIAuS Ue Ul | ON S! 1ey) Juswdinba |ealosje s109104d youms Algjes auy §| 'L
:S9JON
‘uosJad Jusjadwos e Jo ueIOL}OD|D ‘uosJad jusjaduwiod e 10 UeIDLIDS|D
pasuall| e Aq FwFrcoE. Z1 Aana aouo jse9) je pasuadl| e Aq psyjuow g} \cw>o 9ouo Jse9| je 4oIMS AJBJES € 0] PajoeULIoD m w
ANV :(Ajuo 3se} uopng-ysnd) ANy :(Ajuo 3se} uopng ‘uossod 32
Jasn ay} Aq syjuow aauy) Alona aouo ise9| e -ysnd) Jasn ay} Ag syjuow xis A1aAa aouo Jses| je 40 s 2
Juajadwoo e Aq sieak oAl Alona aouo ise9) je 3
anyV :(Auo 1s8) uopng-ysnd) Jesn ANV ‘uosJad jusjadwiod e 1o UBIOL}OS|S PaSUI| e =
ay) Ag pajosuu09 sI )l Ja)e Ajgjeipawiwl pa)sa) e AQq pajosuuo9 S| }I Jaye Ajajeipawiwl pa)sa) -
‘uos.Jad Jusjadwod e 10 UeloLo9|e ‘uosJad jusjadwiod e 10 ueloL}o8|e »
pasual| e Aq chEoE. 21 Aane 9ouo jse9) je pasual| e Aq psyjuow g| \cw% 90UO0 }se9| je 4oyms A10JES B 0] PjosULI0D m W
ANV :(Ajuo yse} uoyng-ysnd) ANV :(Ajuo 1sa) uopng wosiod juejeduio o2
Jasn ay] Aq syjuow aaly} AiaAs 8oU0 Jse9| 1e -ysnd) Jasn ay} Aq syjuow xis AloAs aouo Jses| je 0 - ® 3
e Ag syiuow z| Alons aduo ises| je S:2
ANV :(Auo 1se} uonng-ysnd) Jesn ANV ‘uos.ad jusjedwod e 10 uelol}da|e Pasuall| oz
8y} Aq pajosuuod S| }I Jaye Aj)jeipawiwl pajsa) e Ag pajosuuod si Ji Jaye Ajojeipawiw pa)sa) =
£ Uoums Ajajes e 0} pojoauuod
‘uos.Jad Jusjadwod e 10 UeloLod|e ‘uosJad jusjadwiod e 10 ueloL}o8|e ANV ‘uosiad jusjedwon e Jo uedu}osls m s
pasuall| e AQ syjuow g| AI9AS 82UO0 }se9| je pasuadl| e AQ syjuow g | AJoAS 92U0 Jse9| e pasua9l| e AqQ syjuow Xis A1ans 82uo s m. m
aNv  :(Auo sy uonng-ysnd) Jasn ayy Aq ANV :(Ajuo 1s8) uoynqg 1seg| 1e — juswdinba payles AjaAoajoid Joj Q w.. e
‘186U0| S| JoABYDIYM ‘SN yoes a10ja(q 10 Ajiep -ysnd) Jasn ayj Aq syjuow xis AloAa aouo jses| je 10 ‘uosJad Jusjodwiod e 1o uedLO|e um. a8
ANV :(Ajuo 1s8} uopng-ysnd) ANV .uosJad jusjadwiod e 1o ueldl}os|e pasuall| e AQ syjuow g| AlaAs aouo w g
Jasn ay} Aq pajosuuo9 S| )l Jaye Ajgjelpawiw pasua9l| e AQ pajosuuod s| )i Ja)e Ajgjelipswiwi }se9| je —juswdinba paje|nsul 8|gnop 1oy} <Q
:09/€ SZN/SV UlIM 8d0uUepI0odde Ul :092€ SZN/SV Ylm 8oueplodde ul :pabbey pue pajsa) ‘pajoadsul
palsa) 8q 1snw Yoayms Ajajes ajgepnod v palsa) a9 Jsnw yayums Ajajes paxid v aq 1snw juawdinb3 jeaL3oajg payrdads

Ansnpuil podsuel; Jybialy peoy - sjuswalinbal 3s9) pue uoiyoadsul 0} aping




